COLONS ':' TO INTRODUCE A LIST

e A colon is used to introduce a list after an independent clause (a
sentence which makes sense by itself)

e The word after the colon is in lower case unless it is a proper noun

e The list that follows the colon needs commas or semi-colons to
separate the items

Read the sentences and circle the colon

1) He decided to visit three countries during his holiday to Europe: France,
Spain and Portugal.

2) For my birthday, I got everything I wanted: a new Ipad, roller skates and
tickets to see my favourite football team.

3) At lunch, there were lots of different things in the salad: tomatoes,
carrots, cucumbers, lettuce and beetroot.

4) There are seven continents in the world: Asia, Africa, Europe, North
America, South America, Antartica and Australia.

5) I put a few things into my bag: my new, shiny phone; expensive, cool
sunglasses; and small, black purse.

6) For school, I need several items: a blue, ballpoint pen; a long charcoal
pencil; and a new, metal ruler.

7) At the zoo, we only saw three animals: fierce, scary lions; grey, howling
wolves; and cute, lovable pandas.

8) At break-time, I play with my friends: kind, calm Alisha; sporty, strong
Jamil: and funny, joker Sonia.
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COLONS ':' TO INTRODUCE A LIST

e A colon is used to introduce a list after an independent clause (a
sentence which makes sense by itself)

e The word after the colon is lower case unless it is a proper noun

e The list that follows the colon needs commas or semi-colons to
separate the items

Put in the missing colons

1) He decided to visit three countries during his holiday to Europe France,
Spain and Portugal.

2) For my birthday I got everything I wanted a new Ipad, roller skates and
tickets to see my favourite football feam.

3) At lunch, there were lots of different things in the salad tomatoes,
carrots, cucumbers, lettuce and beetroot.

4) There are seven continents in the world Asia, Africa, Europe, North
America, South America, Antartica and Australia.

5) I put a few things into my bag my new, shiny phone; expensive, cool
sunglasses; and small, black purse.

6) For school, I need several items a blue, ballpoint pen; a long charcoal
pencil; and a new, metal ruler.

7) At the zoo, we only saw three animals fierce, scary lions; grey, howling
wolves; and cute, lovable pandas.

8) At break-time, I play with my friends kind, calm Alisha; sporty, strong
Jamil: and funny, joker Sonia.
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COLONS ':' TO INTRODUCE A LIST

e A colon is used to introduce a list after an independent clause (a
sentence which makes sense by itself)

e The word after the colon is lower case unless it is a proper noun

e A colon gives emphasis to any list that follows the colon

Complete the sentence and then use a colon to introduce a list
(make 4 sentences with a simple list and 4 with a complicated list)

1) He decided to
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