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HYPHENS IN COMPOUND NOUNS 

• Nouns are the names of people, places or things
• Some nouns are made of two or three words joined by hyphens
• A hyphen look like this - and is slightly shorter than a dash —

Highlight the compound noun in each sentence 
 and put in the missing hyphen(s) 

1) The check in at the airport was very busy so it took a long time for my
luggage to get through.

2) Even though he didn’t win, he was still really pleased to be a runner up in
the sport’s competition.

3) Grandma is Dad’s mother in law, which means she’s Mum’s mum!

4) The dentist used an x ray to check if I needed any fillings.

5) I told my mum it was a no brainer that I wanted a party on my birthday.

6) I know he’s clever but sometimes he acts like a know it all and doesn’t let
anyone else speak.

7) She has to go for a follow up at the hospital after her operation.

8) My little sister loves to go on the merry go round at the funfair.
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HYPHENS IN COMPOUND NOUNS 
 

 

Answers 

 

 

1) The check-in at the airport was very busy so it took a long time for my 
luggage to get through. 
 
 

2) Even though he didn’t win, he was still really pleased to be a runner-up in 
the sport’s competition. 
 
 

3) Grandma is Dad’s mother-in-law, which means she’s Mum’s mum! 

4) The dentist used an x-ray to check if I needed any fillings. 

5) I told my mum it was a no-brainer that I wanted a party on my birthday. 

6) I know he’s clever but sometimes he acts like a know-it-all and doesn’t let 
anyone else speak. 
 

7) She has to go for a follow-up at the hospital after her operation. 

 

8) My little sister loves to go on the merry-go-round at the funfair. 
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HYPHENS IN COMPOUND NOUNS 
 

Make a sentence with each of the compound nouns 
(If you can, join the sentences to make a funny story) 

 

check-in                       runner-up                 mother-in-law           x-ray 

no-brainer                 know-it-all                    follow-up            merry-go-round 
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